
75th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations between 
India and Mauritius

India and Mauritius share a longstanding bilateral relationship that spans 
several decades. While formal diplomatic relations began 75 years ago in 1948, the 
arrival of Indians in Mauritius dates back to the early 18th century, when Indian 
artisans and masons were brought to Mauritius under French Colonial rule.

In the 19th and early 20th century, about half a million Indian indentured 
workers were brought to Mauritius under British rule, out of which, about 
two-thirds settled down in Mauritius. The first batch of 36 indentured workers 
arrived in Mauritius on 2nd November 1834 and 2nd November is now celebrated 
every year as ‘Aapravasi Diwas’.

Mahatma Gandhi visited Mauritius in 1901 and exhorted Indian workers 
to educate themselves and become politically empowered. During the struggle for 
independence from British rule, Indian and Mauritian leaders were in regular 
contact.  Soon after India became independent, India deputed Shri Dharam Yash 
Dev as the first Indian Commissioner to Mauritius in September 1948. The spirit 
of Indian nationalism became a source of inspiration for Mauritius and when 
Mauritius became independent 20 years later, India’s diplomatic representation 
was upgraded to a High Commission. There have been 27 Commissioners/High 
Commissioners of India to Mauritius in the last 75 years.  In a lasting tribute to 
these close ties, 12th March, the date on which Gandhiji began his Dandi March, 
was chosen as the Mauritian Independence Day.

Since independence, both India and Mauritius have been walking hand-
in-hand in their journey of nation building, economic growth and development.  
From being a low-income, monocrop economy, Mauritius has emerged as a 
beacon of democracy, pluralism and prosperity. The bonds between the two 
countries have grown stronger over the decades with close cooperation in 
maritime security, development partnership, capacity-building, culture, people-
to-people ties, and cooperation in international fora.

The close bonds between India and Mauritius are evident in the numerous 
India-assisted development projects that dot the Mauritian landscape, such as 
the Metro Express, the Social Housing Project, the Cyber Tower, the ENT Hospital, 
the new Supreme Court building; Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital, Rabindranath 
Tagore Institute, Upadhyay Training Centre, Swami Vivekananda Conference 
Centre, etc.  New projects like Civil Services College, Police Academy, Forensic 
Sciences Laboratory, the National Library & Archives, the 8MW Solar Power 
Project, continue to contribute to Mauritius’ economic and social development. 
Mauritius is also one of the largest beneficiaries of the Indian Technical and 
Economic Cooperation (ITEC) capacity building programme, with more than 365 
Mauritians trained every year in India.

The two countries have traditionally enjoyed close economic ties.  
Mauritius has been a top source of Foreign Direct Investment into India, while 
India has been one of Mauritius’ top trade partners.  To further boost economic 
exchanges, the two countries signed the Comprehensive Economic Cooperation 
and Partnership Agreement (CECPA) in 2021, which is India’s first such trade 
agreement with any African country. With this, Mauritius stands uniquely poised 
to attract Indian investment and serve as a gateway for investments into Africa.

Indian music, dance, and cuisine are an integral part of Mauritian culture. 
Hindi is also widely spoken in Mauritius, and Bollywood movies have a significant 
following. The enduring cultural and people-to-people ties between India and 
Mauritius are nurtured by the Indira Gandhi Centre for Indian Culture (India’s 

largest cultural center abroad) and the World Hindi Secretariat, a bilateral 
organization set up in Mauritius to promote Hindi globally. The Government of 
India has also helped set up the Mahatma Gandhi Institute in Mauritius, which is 
dedicated to promoting Indian culture and language as well as the Rajiv Gandhi 
Science Centre to promote Science.

People-to-people exchanges are at the heart of India-Mauritius bilateral 
relations.  Several thousand Mauritians visit India every year for tourism, 
shopping and medical treatment. Likewise, Mauritius is a popular destination 
for Indian tourists, with its pristine beaches and luxury resorts. Over 500 
scholarships were provided to Mauritian students to study in Indian universities 
last year, and there are several Indian educational institutions operating in 
Mauritius. Through initiatives such as the ‘Know India Programme’ and the ‘NCC 
Youth Exchange Programme’, there is an ongoing effort to establish a connect 
between the younger generations of both countries. 

Reflecting the special bilateral relationship between the two countries, 
Mauritius has been invited as a ‘Guest Country’ to participate in the G20 Summit 
during India’s G20 Presidency, starting from 01 December 2022. With several new 
partnership initiatives and development projects in the pipeline, Mauritius-India 
relations are set to further strengthen in the years to come. The joint issue of 
this postage stamp to mark 75 years of diplomatic relations is a testament to 
the strong ties between India and Mauritius and a symbol of their enduring 
friendship.

The Mauritius Kestrel, Falco punctatus, was declared as the National Bird 
of Mauritius on the occasion of the 30th Anniversary of the Republic of Mauritius 
on 12 March 2022. An endangered species, the Mauritius Kestrel is endemic to the 
island of Mauritius. It usually nests in natural cavities on cliffs, ravines and trees 
in the south-eastern and south western regions of the island. The upper part of 
the Kestrel’s plumage is brown with black barring, while the under part is white 
with dark spots.

The ‘Mauritius Kestrel Recovery Programme’ being implemented since 
1973, under which, Kestrel chicks have been hand reared and successfully 
translocated to endemic regions of Mauritius , is hailed today as one of the 
world’s most successful initiatives to save a bird species from extinction.

The Indian peacock, Pavo cristatus, is a colourful, swan-sized bird, with 
a fan-shaped crest of feathers, a white patch under the eye and a long, slender 
neck. The male of the species is more vibrantly colourful than the female, with 
a glistening blue neck and chest, and a spectacular bronze-green tail comprising 
around 200 elongated feathers. 

In 1963, the Indian Peacock was declared the National Bird of India, since 
it embodies India’s rich fauna and is considered sacred in Indian mythology and 
culture. With its magnificent iridescent blue-green plumage, and attributes such 
as joy, beauty and grace, the Indian Peacock embodies the vibrant spirit of India. 

Department of Posts is delighted to issue Joint Stamp on 75th Anniversary of 
Diplomatic Relationship between Indian and Mauritius and celebrates the rich 
and strong bond of the natural alliance between two nations. 
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Hkkjr vkSj e‚jh'kl ds chp  
jktuf;d laca/kksa dh 75oha o"kZxkaB

Hkkjr vkSj e‚jh'kl ds chp f}i{kh; laca/k n'kdksa iqjkus gSaA ;|fi nksuksa ns'kksa ds chp 
vkSipkfjd jktuf;d laca/k 75 o"kZ iwoZ lu~ 1948 esa LFkkfir gq,] rFkkfi e‚jh'kl esa Hkkjrh;ksa 
dk vkxeu 18oha 'krkCnh ds iwokZ)Z esa vkjaHk gqvk] tc Ýkalhlh vkSifuosf'kd 'kklu ds rgr 
Hkkjrh; dkjhxjksa vkSj jktfefL=;ksa dks e‚jh'kl yk;k x;kA

19oha vkSj 20oha lnh dh 'kq#vkr esa] yxHkx ikap yk[k Hkkjrh; fxjfefV;k Jfedksa dks 
fczfV'k 'kkflr e‚jh'kl yk;k x;k] ftuesa ls yxHkx nks&frgkbZ Jfed e‚jh'kl esa gh cl 
x,A 2 uoacj] 1834 dks 36 fxjfefV;k Jfedksa dk igyk tRFkk e‚jh'kl igqapk FkkA blfy, 
çfro"kZ 2 uoacj dks ^vçoklh fnol^ ds :i esa euk;k tkrk gSA

1901 esa egkRek xka/kh us e‚jh'kl dk nkSjk fd;k vkSj Hkkjrh; Jfedksa dks [kqn dks 
f'kf{kr djus vkSj jktuhfrd :i ls l'kä cuus ds fy, çksRlkfgr fd;kA fczfV'k 'kklu ls 
Lora=rk ds la?k"kZ ds nkSjku] Hkkjr vkSj e‚jh'kl ds usrk fu;fer laidZ esa jgsA Lora= Hkkjr 
us] flracj] 1948 esa Jh /kje ;'k nso dks e‚jh'kl ds igys Hkkjrh; vk;qä ds :i esa fu;qä 
fd;kA Hkkjrh; jk"Vªokn dh Hkkouk e‚jh'kl ds fy, çsj.kk dk lzksr fl) gqbZ vkSj 20 o"kZ 
ckn tc e‚jh'kl Lora= gqvk] rks Hkkjr ds jktuf;d çfrfuf/kRo dks ,d mPpk;ksx ds :i 
esa vixzsM dj fn;k x;kA fiNys 75 o"kksaZ esa] e‚jh'kl esa Hkkjr ds 27 vk;qä@mPpk;qä jgs 
gSaA Hkkjr vkSj e‚jh'kl ds bu ijLij ?kfu"B laca/kksa dks fpjLFkk;h cukus ds fy,] xka/kh th }kjk  
nkaMh ;k=k 'kq: fd, tkus fd, tkus dh rkjh[k vFkkZr~ 12 ekpZ dks e‚jh'kl ds Lora=rk 
fnol ds :i esa pquk x;kA

vktknh ds ckn ls] Hkkjr vkSj e‚jh'kl] nksuksa] jk"Vª fuekZ.k] vkfFkZd çxfr vkSj fodkl 
dh viuh ;k=k esa da/ks ls da/kk feykdj py jgs gSaA e‚jh'kl de vk; okyh] ,d&Qlyh 
vFkZO;oLFkk ls fudydj yksdra=] cgqyokn vkSj le`f) ds çrhd ds :i esa mHkjk gSA fiNys 
n'kdksa esa leqæh lqj{kk] fodkl laca/kh lk>snkjh] {kerk fuekZ.k] laL—fr] turk ls turk ds 
chp vkilh laidZ vkSj varjjk"Vªh; eapksa ij leUo; ds {ks= esa ?kfu"B lg;ksx ls nksuksa ns'kksa 
ds chp laca/k etcwr gq, gSaA

iwjs e‚jh'kl esa QSyh vusdksa Hkkjrh; lgk;rk çkIr fodkl ifj;kstukvksa tSls esVªks 
,Dlçsl] lks'ky gkmflax çkstsDV] lkbcj V‚oj] bZ,uVh vLirky] uohu mPpre U;k;ky; 
Hkou] tokgjyky usg: vLirky] johaæukFk VSxksj laLFkku] mik/;k; çf'k{k.k dsaæ] Lokeh 
foosdkuan lEesyu dsaæ vkfn esa Hkkjr vkSj e‚jh'kl ds chp çxk<+ laca/kksa dh Li"V >yd 
fn[krh gSA flfoy lsok d‚yst] iqfyl vdkneh] Qksjsafld foKku ç;ksx'kkyk] jk"Vªh; 
iqLrdky; vkSj vfHkys[kkxkj] 8 esxkokV lkSj ÅtkZ ifj;kstuk tSlh ubZ ifj;kstukvksa ds 
ek/;e ls Hkkjr us e‚jh'kl ds vkfFkZd vkSj lkekftd fodkl esa ;ksxnku tkjh j[kk gSA 
e‚jh'kl] ^Hkkjrh; rduhdh vkSj vkfFkZd lg;ksx* ¼vkbZVhbZlh½ {kerk fuekZ.k dk;ZØe ds 
lcls cM+s ykHkkfFkZ;ksa esa ls ,d gSA blds varxZr çfr o"kZ 365 ls vf/kd e‚jh'kloklh Hkkjr 
esa çf'k{k.k çkIr djrs gSaA 

nksuksa ns'kksa ds chp ijaijkxr :i ls ?kfu"B vkfFkZd laca/k jgs gSaA e‚jh'kl] Hkkjr esa 
çR;{k fons'kh fuos'k dk lcls cM+k lzksr gS] tcfd Hkkjr] e‚jh'kl ds lcls cM+s O;kikfjd 
Hkkxhnkjksa esa ls ,d gSA vkfFkZd {ks= esa vknku&çnku dks vkSj vf/kd c<+kok nsus ds mís'; 
ls nksuksa ns'kksa us o"kZ 2021 esa O;kid vkfFkZd lg;ksx vkSj lk>snkjh le>kSrs ¼lhbZlhih,½ ij 
gLrk{kj fd,] tks fdlh Hkh vÝhdh ns'k ds lkFk Hkkjr dk bl çdkj dk igyk O;kikfjd 
le>kSrk gSA bl le>kSrs ds ifj.kkeLo:i] e‚jh'kl] Hkkjrh; fuos'k dks vkdf"kZr djus vkSj 
vÝhdk esa fuos'k gsrq ços'k }kj ds :i esa dk;Z djus dh fof'k"V Hkwfedk fuHkk jgk gSA

Hkkjrh; laxhr] u`R; vkSj O;atu e‚jh'kl dh laL—fr dk vfHkUu vax gSaA e‚jh'kl 
esa cM+h la[;k esa yksxksa }kjk fganh cksyh tkrh gS vkSj ;gka c‚yhoqM fQYesa Hkh [kwc ilan dh 
tkrh gSaA bafnjk xka/kh Hkkjrh; laL—fr dsaæ ¼fons'k esa Hkkjr dk lcls cM+k lkaL—frd dsaæ½ 
vkSj oSf'od Lrj ij fganh dks c<+kok nsus ds fy, e‚jh'kl esa LFkkfir f}i{kh; laxBu] fo'o 

fganh lfpoky; }kjk Hkkjr vkSj e‚jh'kl ds chp fpj lkaL—frd laca/kksa vkSj turk ls turk 
ds chp vkilh laidZ dks c<+kok ns jgk gSA Hkkjr ljdkj us e‚jh'kl esa Hkkjrh; laL—fr vkSj 
Hkk"kk ds çpkj&çlkj gsrq egkRek xka/kh laLFkku dh LFkkiuk esa Hkh enn dh gSA blds vykok 
foKku dks c<+kok nsus ds fy, jktho xka/kh foKku dsaæ LFkkfir fd;k x;k gSA

Hkkjr vkSj e‚fj'kl ds yksxksa dh ikjLifjd ;k=k ls f}i{kh; laca/k etcwr gq, gSaA 
çfro"kZ dbZ gtkj e‚jh'kloklh i;ZVu] [kjhnkjh vkSj fpfdRldh; mipkj ds fy, Hkkjr vkrs 
gSaA blh çdkj] e‚jh'kl ds [kwclwjr lkQ leqæ rV vkSj yDtjh fjl‚VZ~l Hkkjrh; i;ZVdksa ds 
ilanhnk xarO; LFky gSaA fiNys o"kZ e‚jh'kl ds 500 ls vf/kd Nk=ksa dks Hkkjrh; fo'ofo|ky;ksa 
esa v/;;u gsrq Nk=o`fÙk çnku dh xbZA blds vykok] e‚jh'kl esa dbZ Hkkjrh; 'kS{kf.kd 
laLFkku Hkh lapkfyr fd, tkrs gSaA lkFk gh] ^Hkkjr dks tkuks dk;ZØe^ vkSj ^,ulhlh ;wFk 
,Dlpsat çksxzke^ tSlh igyksa ds ek/;e ls] nksuksa ns'kksa dh ;qok ihf<+;ksa ds chp laca/k LFkkfir 
djus dk ç;kl fd;k tk jgk gSA

01 fnlacj] 2022 ls 'kq: gksus okyh Hkkjr dh th20 v/;{krk ds nkSjku e‚jh'kl dks 
th20 f'k[kj lEesyu esa Hkkx ysus ds fy, ̂vfrfFk ns'k^ ds :i esa vkeaf=r fd;k x;k gS] tksfd 
nksuksa ns'kksa ds chp çxk<+ laca/kksa dks ifjyf{kr djrk gSA e‚jh'kl vkSj Hkkjr ds chp vkxkeh 
Hkkxhnkjh ds :i esa dbZ lk>snkjh igyksa vkSj fodkl ifj;kstukvksa ij dk;Z py jgk gSA blls 
vkus okys o"kksaZ esa e‚jh'kl vkSj Hkkjr ds fj'rs vkSj etcwr gksaxsA jktuf;d laca/kksa ds 75 o"kZ 
iwjs gksus ds miy{; esa tkjh fd, tkus okyk ;g la;qä Mkd&fVdV bl ckr dk |ksrd gS 
fd Hkkjr vkSj e‚jh'kl ds chp çxk<+ laca/k gSa vkSj ;g b'kw] blh vVwV eS=h dk çrhd gSA

e‚jh'kl dsLVªsy] QkYdks iaDVSVl dks e‚jh'kl x.kjkT; dh 30oha o"kZxkaB ds volj ij 
12 ekpZ 2022 dks e‚jh'kl dk jk"Vªh; i{kh ?kksf"kr fd;k x;kA e‚jh'kl dsLVªsy] e‚jh'kl }hi 
dk ,d LFkkuh; i{kh gSA ;g çtkfr foyqIr gksus dh dxkj ij gSA ;g vkerkSj ij e‚jh'kl 
}hi ds nf{k.k&iwohZ vkSj nf{k.k&if'peh {ks=ksa esa maph pksfV;ksa] chgM+ksa vkSj o`{kksa ij ?kksalyk 
cukrh gSA dsLVªsy ds ia[k dk Åijh fgLlk Hkwjs jax dk gksrk gS] ftl ij dkys /kCcs gksrs gSa] 
tcfd uhps dk fgLlk lQsn jax dk gksrk gS] ftl ij xgjs jax ds /kCcs gksrs gSaA

o"kZ 1973 esa 'kq: fd, x, ^e‚jh'kl dsLVªsy fjdojh çksxzke^ ds rgr] dsLVªsy pwtksa dks 
lqfu;ksftr :i ls ikyk x;k vkSj fQj mUgsa lQyrkiwoZd e‚jh'kl ds LFkkfud {ks=ksa esa NksM+ 
fn;k x;kA ;g dk;ZØe] fdlh i{kh&fo'ks"k çtkfr dks foyqIr gksus ls cpkus ds fy, nqfu;k 
dh lcls lQy igyksa esa fxuk tkrk gSA

Hkkjrh; eksj] ikoks fØLVsVl] gal ds vkdkj dk ,d jax&fcjaxk i{kh gSA bldh dyxh 
ia[ks ds vkdkj dh gksrh gSA bldh vka[k ds uhps lQsn /kCcs gksrs gSa vkSj xnZu yach rFkk 
iryh gksrh gSA bl çtkfr dk uj] eknk dh rqyuk esa vf/kd jax fcjaxk vkSj [kwclwjr gksrk 
gSA bldh xnZu vkSj lhuk pednkj uhys jax ds gksrs gSa rFkk bldh iwaN 'kkunkj Lof.kZe jax 
fy, gjh gksrh gS] ftlesa yxHkx 200 yacs ia[k gksrs gSaA

Hkkjrh; eksj dks o"kZ 1963 esa Hkkjr dk jk"Vªh; i{kh ?kksf"kr fd;k x;k FkkA e;wj] Hkkjr 
ds fofo/k le`) çkf.ktxr dk 'kkunkj çrhd gS vkSj bls] Hkkjrh; ikSjkf.kd dFkkvksa vkSj 
laL—fr esa ifo= LFkku çkIr gSA vius 'kkunkj baæ/kuq"kh uhys&gjs ia[kksa vkSj vius mYyflr 
Hkko] lkSan;Z vkSj xfjek tSlh fo'ks"krkvksa dks lesVs gq, Hkkjrh; eksj] Hkkjr dh thoar Hkkouk 
dks çfrfcafcr djrk gSA

Mkd foHkkx] nksuksa ns'kksa ds chp çxk<+ ,oa lq–<+ LokHkkfod laca/kksa dks js[kkafdr djrs 
gq, Hkkjr vkSj e‚jh'kl ds chp jktuf;d laca/kksa dh LFkkiuk ds 75 o"kZ iwjs gksus ds volj 
ij la;qä Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, çlUurk dk vuqHko djrk gSA 
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